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Why is NCIDQ 
Certification Important?
• Industry Standard
• Differentiator
• Recognized by nearly all regulated 

jurisdictions in North America 



What You Need to 
Know
• Application Process
• Dates, Deadlines, and Fees
• Exam Information
• Scoring the Exam
• Certification

*For all information and questions, please visit our website at www.cidq.org.

IMPORTANT

http://www.cidq.org/


Exam Basics
The NCIDQ Exam consists of 3 
separate sections:

Exam Name Format Number of Questions Duration

Fundamentals (FX) Multiple Choice 100 3 hours

Professional (PX) Multiple Choice 150 4 hours

Practicum Hot Spot, Drag and 
Place, Fill in the 
Blank, Multiple Choice

120 4 hours



Eligibility Paths



Work Experience 
Requirements
• New Rules:

• All individuals, regardless of 
education, may earn up to 1,760 
interior design work experience 
hours pre-graduation

• All interior design work experience 
hours must now be signed off on by 
either a direct supervisor and/or 
sponsor



Work Experience 
Requirements
• Direct Supervisor and/or Sponsor 

must meet at least one of the 
following three criteria:

• NCIDQ Certified Interior Designer

• State/Provincial 
Licensed/Registered/Certified Interior 
Designer in the US or Canada

• State/Provincial Licensed/Registered 
Architect in the US or Canada who 
provides interior design services



Application 
Process
• Create a MyNCIDQ Account –

application process is done 
online and all fees are paid 
through your MyNCIDQ 
Account



Application 
Options
• Option 1 – Apply for all 3 exams

• Meant for individuals who have completed 
both education and work experience

• Option 2 – Apply for IDFX Only, then 
apply for IDPX + Practicum Exams

• Individuals who don’t have their work 
experience hours completed can apply for 
the IDFX Only Exam, then apply for the 
IDPX + Practicum Exams once they have 
earned the required work experience hours



Application Materials

• Option 1 – Apply for all 3 exams

• Mail in official, sealed copies of 
school transcript(s)

• Upload completed work verification 
form(s) into your application on your 
MyNCIDQ Account

• Pay $225 application fee to submit 
application for review

*Approved application for all 3 
sections is valid for 10 exam 
windows.  This clock begins 
with the first exam window 
following your application 
approval.  Detailed 
information on the Application 
Process can be found at 
http://www.cidq.org/apply. 

http://www.cidq.org/apply


Application Materials

• Option 2 – Apply for IDFX Only, then apply for 
IDPX + Practicum Exams

• IDFX Only Application:
• Mail in official, sealed copies of school transcript(s)

• Pay $95 application fee to submit application for review

• IDPX + Practicum Application:
• (if necessary) Mail in official, sealed copies of school 

transcript(s) that shows degree has been awarded

• Upload completed work verification form(s) into your 
application on your MyNCIDQ Account

• Pay $145 application fee to submit application for review

*Approved application for 
IDFX Only is valid for 4 exam 
windows.  This clock begins 
with the first exam window 
following your application 
approval.  Eligibility for IDPX + 
Practicum is valid for 10 exam 
windows following approval of 
that application.  Detailed 
information on the Application 
Process can be found at 
http://www.cidq.org/apply. 

http://www.cidq.org/apply


Next Steps

• Once Approved:
• Register for and Scheduled your 

exam(s) via the Dashboard on 
your MyNCIDQ Account

• Final and official scores are 
released 6-8 weeks following the 
end of exam administration via 
your MyNCIDQ Account



Dates and 
Deadlines

SPRING EXAM CALENDAR

Apply:

Complete Applications Accepted July 16 – January 15

Complete Applications Reviewed November 15 – February 15

Register:

Exam Registration & Scheduling January 3 – March 31

Administered:

All Exams Administered April 1 – 30



Dates and 
Deadlines

FALL EXAM CALENDAR

Apply:

Complete Applications Accepted January 16 – July 15

Complete Applications Reviewed May 15 – August 15

Register:

Exam Registration & Scheduling July 1 – September 30

Administered:

All Exams Administered October 1 – 31



Fees

Application:

All Three Sections (FX, PX, and Practicum) $225

Fundamentals (IDFX)/IDFX Only $95

Professional (IDPX) + Practicum $145

Registration:

Fundamentals (IDFX)/IDFX Only $295

Professional (IDPX) $350

Practicum $455



Exam Blueprint –
Fundamentals (FX)

10%

15%

10%

15%15%

20%
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Exam Blueprint –
Professional (PX)

8%
10%

18%

16%14%

16%
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Exam Blueprint –
Practicum

15%

25%

40%

20%



Recent News –
Practicum Exam
• Starting October 2017, Practicum 

Exam offered in new computerized 
format

• No Drawing 
• Hot spot, fill in the blank, multiple 

choice, and drag and place 
questions



Recent News –
Practicum Exam
• Key Points:

• Not software specific
• 120 total questions 
• 4 hours in duration
• 3 separate case studies with 

provided resources (tabs)

*Demo video can be found on the Practicum Exam page of CIDQ’s website at 
www.cidq.org/practicum. 

http://www.cidq.org/practicum


Day of Exam 
Experience 

• Bring 2 forms of ID 
• 1 must be a valid government issued photo ID, such as passport or 

driver’s license
• Name on MyNCIDQ Account must match legal first and last name as 

seen on ID

• Check in with Exam Proctor



Day of Exam 
Experience 

Take the Exam! 



Studying Resources



Sample Preliminary 
Score Report



Certification

• Why it matters:
• Professionalism
• Prestige
• Opportunity
• Job Eligibility
• Leadership



Jurisdictional 
Registration
• Be sure to check with your local 

jurisdiction to ensure you are in 
compliance with local laws and 
regulations.

• New York State Board Website: 
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/

*For more information, visit the Member Boards section of our website 
at http://www.cidq.org/member-boards. 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/id/
http://www.cidq.org/member-boards


Professional 
Organizations

https://www.asid.org/belong/apply/designers
https://www.asid.org/belong/apply/designers
http://www.idcanada.org/english/scholarships-bursaries/wayne-thomson-bursary.html
http://www.idcanada.org/english/scholarships-bursaries/wayne-thomson-bursary.html
http://www.iida.org/content.cfm/ncidq-tuition-reimbursement-fund
http://www.iida.org/content.cfm/ncidq-tuition-reimbursement-fund
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